Motorcycle

1916 (5000)

1917  white/blue black; up to 4 digits; “TEX” vertical right; 7-3/4" x 3-1/8"; (3468)
1918  dark blue/white round seal identical to passenger but smaller; 5-pointed
star center with “T”, “E”, “X”, “A”, & “S” between the prongs & “1918” inside;
“REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE” around the periphery; (2496)

1919 medium blue/white; 3" diameter; 1918 format with “1919” inside star
(reverse colors of passenger) (3889)

1920  white/black sea; (4290)

1921  white/light green; 6" x 3" seal; “REGISTERED MOTOR CYCLE” top;
“TEXAS 1921 bottom; (3905)

1922 red/black; seal; “REGISTERED MOTOR CYCLE” top; “TEXAS 1922”
bottom; numeric serial up to 4-digits (3401) NOTE! I notice a conflict of information
here; the picture below [no picture available] uses this format but is black/yellow

and is not a seal

1923  dark blue/white; “REGISTERED MOTORCYCLE” top; “TEXAS 1923~
bottom; 0000 serial format; (3346)

1924  white/dark red; (2738)

1925  white/maroon; 9" x 3-1/4"; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1925” vertical right;
“MC” & serial; (MC*775) verified; (2,780)

1926  black/white; (2688)

1927 yellow/black; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS”
vertical right; serial = 0*000; (3,103)

1928  white/dark brown; (3507)
1929  white/maroon; (4064)

1930 yellow-orange/dark blue; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX” vertical left;
“30” stacked right; 0*000 serial; (4,066)

1931 black/white; (3,857)
1932 white/green; 30 format; 3 digit serial flanked by stars; (3,375)

1933 orange/white; “33” stacked left; “TEX” vertical right; “MOTORCYCLE”
bottom; 2 digit serial flanked by stars; (3,362)
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1934  white/black; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX” vertical left stacked “34”
right; 0*000 serial format (3,519)

1935  black/orange; “MOTORCYCLE” top; “TEX” vertical left; “35” stacked
right; 0*000 format; (3,409)

1936  dark blue/cream; “36” stacked left; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX”
vertical right; 3 digit serial has single preceding star; (3,486)

1937  white/black; 4" x 3-1/2"; 35 format; (3,795)

1938  black/orange; “38” stacked left; “TEX” vertical right; “MOTORCYCLE”
top; 0*000 or *000* formats; (4,004)

1939  black/yellow-orange; *000* and 0*000 serial formats; 35 format; (4,607)
1940  yellow-orange/medium blue; 7-1/2" x 3-3/4"; 35 format (4,726)

1941  black/yellow-orange; “M” over “C” left + 0*000 serial format; “TEXAS
1941” top; (4,823)

1942 black/yellow-orange; “M” over “C” left + up to 4 digits with dash separator;
“TEXAS -42” bottom; (6,483) 1943 yellow-orange/black tab; (6,278) 1944 cream
yellow/light green tab (8,126)

1945  black/orange; “Z” over “N” left & serial; “TEX - 45” top; (11,294)

1946 white/black; “Z” over “M” left & 3-4 digits; “TEX - 46" top; (18,000)
1947  white/black; 46 format

1948  yellow/black; “Y” over letter left & 4 digits; “TEX - 48” bottom

1949-51 passenger colors; 7 3/4 x 3 3/4; “TEXAS - 49” top (or 50 etc) “Y”
over a letter left (J, K, M, W, & X known) + 2 to 4 numbers

1949 black/yellow-orange 1950 yellow/black 1951 black/yellow-orange
1952  yellow/black; 7-1/2" x 4"; “TEX - 52 top; stacked “8” over letter (N, P, R
verified) left + 4 digit serial

NOTE! same format following years:

1953 black/orange 1954 yellow/black; 5-5/8" x 3" 1955 black/yellow

1956  orange/black; “8” over letter (“N” & “P” verified) left + 4 digits; “TEX -
56” top

1957  black/white; “8” over letter left; “TEX 57” top; up to 4 digit serial
1958  white/black; “9” over “H” or “J” left & 4 digits; “TEX - 58” top
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1959  black/white; 5-5/8" x 3"; “TEX - 59” top right; 4 digit serial with “9” over
“H” or “J” stacked left

NOTE! format used 1957-66 except numbering system for 1961 to 1966 = 9R-10
to 9Y-9999

1960 white/black 1961 black/white 1962 white/black

1963 black/white 1964 white/black 1965 black/white

1966  white/black; early issues as 59; late issues 7" x 4" with “MOTORCYCLE”
top; “19 TEXAS 66” bottom; “X” + 2 to 5 numbers

1967  black/white; 66 format
1968

1969  black/refl white; 7" x 4"; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEXAS 69” top
NOTE! 69 format used 1967 to 1984; numbering system originally “X” to 2 to 5
numbers then 100 X to 99999 X; “W” suffix also known for 1971;

1970 blue/white 1971 “V” prefixes used & then “W” & “X”

1972 green/white 1973 black/refl white; serial format =V, W, or X + 5 digits
1974 red/refl white; late issues had an “X” suffix with just “TEX 74" top & NO
“MOTORCYCLE”

1975-84 black/refl white; 7" x 4"; “TEX” upper left; 2-1/8" x 1" sticker box
upper right with debossed colorless “757; serial - “3” + 2 letters, space, 2 to 3
numbers - ran from 3AA10 to 3WY999 & then design changed to “T” over “X”
flanked by sticker boxes at top; serial - 3XF 10 to 3ZZ 999, 4AA 10 to 427 999;
then numbering became 3 numbers, space, letter, “3” + another letter - e.g. 100
A3A (then A3B etc.) This last type begun in late 1984; Stickers on this 75 base have
been regular year stickers from 1977 to 1984; 1976 was special with “TEX” vertical
left over “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; 1977 white/red sticker

1978 small “MAR” sticker issued with the “79” year sticker; 1" x 5/8" with
“MAR?” vertical; in April 1978 all counties were given the new style base (T over
X) to accommodate regular month & year stickers; registration now staggered

1979-81 black/refl white; “T” over “X” top center; serial format 3AA 10
through 3727999 & 4AA10 through 4Z27999; 1980 - black/refl white sticker on 75
base also used 77; all refl white/red sticker on 79 base; “TEX” vertical left with star
immediately following; “80” lower right; black serial upper right

1981 - white/refl blue sticker on 75 base??

1981  red/refl white; “T” over “X” top; debossed “MAR” upper left & debossed
“81” upper right; serial format AAOOA QA seen - vanity??

1984 special stickers issued for use on the T over X base; “84” left;
“MOTORCYCLE” over “MOPED” bottom; serial with 2 letter suffix “HM” over
star right;

1985 black/yellow sticker; 84 sticker format with “JM” suffix on 75 & T over X
bases

The History of Texas License Plates — 80th Anniversary Edition 159




1986 84 sticker format with “KM” suffix on 75 & T/X bases
1990 new numbering format - 123-A3B

1991  dark blue/refl white; serial blocs of 3AA-10 to 3Z7-999; 4AA-10 to 4727-
999 (omit 4QU); 100-A3A to 999-7Z37Z; and 100-A4A to 999-7Z47Z,; all Q’s omitted
after N3Q; stacked “TX” top flanked by month and year sticker sites

1996 black/refl yellow sticker



